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What are we doing about it?



In 2021 Belfast signed up 
to the Glasgow Food and 
Climate Declaration. 

A commitment by local 
and regional governments 
to tackle the climate 
emergency through 
integrated food policies 
and a call on national 
governments to act. 

Run by IPES.



Background in Belfast

Belfast Food Network was run 
through Northern Ireland 
Environment Link with support from 
Belfast City Council until recently. 

Belfast achieved Bronze in 2016
recognising the coordination of 

efforts across the city.

BCC is being asked to lead on the 

setting up and coordination of a new 

Sustainable Food Partnership.

Opportunity for Climate Team & 
Inclusive Growth and Anti-poverty 
teams to co-lead. 

Agreed and adopted by Community 

Planning Partners in March 2023. 



What is The Sustainable Food Partnership?

A cross sectoral partnership 
of organisations that work 
across the food system in 
Belfast.

Driven by a passion to 
improve access to healthy, 
local, fresh food in Belfast, 
and build community wealth.

Doing it in a way that will help  
address the climate and 
nature emergency.

Active food 
citizenship & good 

food movement

Tackling food 
poverty and diet 
related ill health

Vibrant, prosperous 
and diverse food 

economy

Transforming 
catering, procurement 
& sustainable supply 

chains

Tackling climate, 
nature emergency and 

end to food waste

Strategic and 
collaborative approach



1. Food Governance & Strategy
Taking a strategic and collaborative approach to good food 
governance and action

DAERA Draft Food Strategy 
Framework Priorities

Public sector food 
procurement (hospitals, 
prisons, schools, councils, 
universities etc.)



2. Good Food Movement
Building public awareness, active food citizenship and a local 
good food movement 

Promoting good food 
citizenship

Mapping what currently exists 
to identify gaps

Developing an urban 
growing/farming movement

Connecting people back to 
where their food comes from



3 Healthy Food for All
Tackling food poverty and diet related ill-health and increasing 
access to affordable healthy food

Need for better nutritional standards

Food Justice and ethics

Need to find an economic model that works 
around feeding people in food poverty. 
Transformation of system rather than 
increasing the number of food banks.

In NI, 94% children aged 11 to 18 not getting 
their 5 a day. 80% aged 65+ are not.
National diet and nutrition survey



4 Sustainable Food Economy
Creating a vibrant, prosperous and diverse sustainable food 
economy 

Increasing access to good food

Understanding the food economy 
of Belfast and where the gaps are 
(physically and what sectors need 
strengthened)

Bridging the Gap – partners hoping  
to pilot more effective models of 
working



5. Catering and Procurement
Transforming catering and procurement and revitalising local 
and sustainable food supply chains

Supporting, promoting businesses 
trying to source more sustainably

Responding to greater plant-based 
diet choices by public

Key institutions and public 
expenditure in the city providing 
leadership on this



6 Food for the Planet
Tackling the climate and nature emergency through sustainable 
food & farming and an end to food waste

Opportunities to reduce and recycle 
food waste better

Sustainable Procurement Policy

Need to ensure a just transition so 
that no one gets left behind

Climate demonstrators underway in 
soils and biodiversity improvements 
as well as community growing, 



Active food 
citizenship & 

good food 
movement

Tackling food 
poverty and 

diet related ill 
health

Vibrant, 
prosperous and 

diverse food 
economy

Transforming 
catering, 

procurement & 
sustainable 

supply chains

Tackling 
climate, nature 

emergency 
and end to 
food waste

Strategic and 
collaborative 

approach

Sustainable Food Partnership

advises

Belfast Sustainable Food Network

Work Programmes and Task and Finish Groups 
setup to deliver key initiatives

Establishes

establishes

coordinates

organises and maps

BCC Internal 
Food 

Coordination 
Group



What we have achieved so far…

1 public event in City Hall in June

2 partner workshops in 2022/2023

1 Partnership with 19 partners to date

An open Food Network for sharing ideas, learning, opportunities 

etc.

Application for City’s Bronze Award from Sustainable Food Places

Supporting the development of a number of climate demonstrators



Thank You

Beth Bell 

Co-Chair of the Belfast Sustainable Food Partnership 

Mura Quigley

Sustainable Food Coordinator for Belfast City Council
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